
!ŘǊƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎ 
bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ 

Issue n.4 - April 2014 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WATER WAYS 
  

άWaterways and destinations in the Adristorical Landsέ 

 

Everyone has two parts inside: land and water.  

Leave away rush and chaos and choose a different travelling across the Adriatic Sea and inlands rivers and lagoons of the Adristorical 
Lands. Capture 5-countries cross-cutting itineraries that create water as astonishing point of view for discovering enchanting heritage 
and uncontaminated landscapes.  

If you want to enchant castles and Villas on water or innovative cruises where salt-pans, natural SPAs, UNESCO ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ heritage 
reflect on the lights of the Adriatic Sea, Adristorical Lands suggest four different itineraries that can carried out partly on foot, by bike 
and partly by boat.  

Open your eyes on an un-imaginable discovery by choosing carefully crafted cruise itineraries capped on either end with two/three 
action-packed days of exploring the big water cities of the Adriatic.   
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Piran, Slovenian Istria 

Just a few kilometers from Piran, along the Istrian border between Slovenia and Croatia and 

the mouth of the Dragonja River, the Natural park of {ŜőƻǾƭƧŜ welcomes visitors with a 

particularly suggestive landscape. The museum is located at the formerly used {ŜőƻǾƭƧŜ 

saltpans to the right of the Giassi channel. The complex encloses four restored saltpan 

houses, their salt pools and the Giassi channel as the main supply of seawater.  The Museum 

of salt-making (Maritime museum of Piran) consists of three buildings; two houses of the salt 

worker and his family, a bread oven, characteristic of Fontanigge basin and a salt warehouse 

used as exhibition hall.  

One of the restored houses comprises of a detailed historical and iconographic description 

of the conditions of life and work in the saltpans. On the ground floor is presented the 

development of salinisation on the North Eastern coast of the Adriatic. Particular attention 

is paid to the saltpans of Piran, which have played a crucial role in the economic, social and 

cultural life of the inhabitants along the coast. 

In the restored saltpans, a group of salt-workers uses traditional methods and tools. A 

systematic scheme of how saltpans function can be seen on the ground floor of the Museum. 

Any of the salt-workers in the saltpans of the museum will gladly explain the traditional 

method of work. 

 

Hercegovina - Neretva Canton  

Neum is a city, a tourist settlement and the only municipal centre on the Adriatic coast located on the rugged coastal area along the 

main road between Dubrovnik (60 km) and Makarska (80 km). The Mediterranean climate with plenty of sunny days during the year 

makes it an attractive tourist destination throughout the year. Fresh sea air, coastal walks, nighttime entertainment and water sports 

will make a visit to Neum a memorable experience. The authentic Herzegovinian cuisine and different seafood, fish, crab and shellfish 

specialties make up only a small portion of the rich gastronomic offer found in the restaurants along the coast. 

The Museum and Gallery Neum is an essential part of cultural offerings, 

and the center of cultural tourism of Neum. One of the main reasons for 

the establishment of this institution is to permanently keep in Neum the 

most valuable archaeological finding in the last 70 years in this part of 

Europe. 

 The finding, called "Neum Warrior" (because of military equipment) is 

from the Iron Age (5th - 4th century BC) and presents the proof of life in 

Neum, in the ancient times. Thanks to the work of Art Colony Neum in the 

previous period, for more than a decade, and to the donations of works by 

our renowned artists, a collection of about 500 works of art with colorful 

content was created, both in the technique and materials, and also art 

direction. The colony is organized every year by the beginning of June, and 

up to forty artists from Croatia and Bosnia used to participate in its work.  

 

Ch¢hΥ {ŜőƻǾƭƧŜ ǎŀƭǘǇŀƴǎ 

Ch¢hΥ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ bŜǳƳ   



Issue n. 4  

April 2014 

!ŘǊƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎ 
bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ 

  

3 

Bari  

Defensive Outposts at a precipice on the Adriatic sea, the thousand-year old foundations of which rest upon the seabed of a east 

coast. In the maritime towns of Molfetta, 25 km to the north of Bari, and Monopoli, 39 km to the south of Bari, there are two 

wonderful examples of coastal fortification.  

The tower of Molfetta overlooking the small harbor, next to the old city walls. 

Close to the palace Passari, majestic and compact, it sinks its own foundations 

in the water, and from the top you can enjoy a wonderful panorama and see 

the sea trough the naked eye up to 10 miles. From this tower, during the five 

days of devastation of the country (July 18-22 1633), the fire was opened 

against the venetian galleons from which, however, the French army had 

already landed. About 8 thousand people, 3 thousand of them fell dead.. The 

damage to the tower were so substantial that it was rebuilt after the 

devastation in the form in which it has come to our days. The story of the tower 

is also linked to another legend: it is said that during plagues and epidemics, 

from this tower the unburied dead were lowered into the sea and swallowed 

by the waves. 

Near the crystal clear water of Monopoli, outside the city walls, there is the 

castle of Santo Stefano, which was built in 1086 by Geoffrey of Altavilla, Count 

of Conversano. On the peninsula between two bays, the castle was the location of The Benedictine Monastery, guarding the remains 

of the Saint which gives the Castle its name, brought to Putignano in 1365 to protect them from the dangerous attacks of the Turks 

and pirates. The Knights of Malta, who lived in Monopoli, moved into the castle in the 13th century to control the trade with the Holy 

Land. It was therefore necessary to fortify it: they built the moat and surrounding walls and made it useful to docking both of the 

two natural harbours . For this reason, many ships traveling to the Holy Land have found protection. 

The waves of the Adriatic Sea, as in an ancient dance, still crashing on these beautiful fortifications, which are pillars of "The Streets 

of Water" of the Adriatic. 

 

Friuli Venezia Giulia  

 We leave  Marano by motor boat: direction Aquileia. An old fashion 

experience and  the best way to discover the lagoon with its channels and 

waterways.  Marano: with its ancient Venetian tower  standing in the middle 

of the city center overlooking the lagoon, with its tiny streets, the so called 

άŎŀƭƭƛέ and its  small squares, the so called άŎŀƳǇƛŜƭƭƛέ that date back to the  

Venetian administration that lasted many centuries.  

After leaving the picturesque small fishermen' harbour and the fish market, we 

will reach the lagoon: an untouched nature and examples of the old traditions 

still there! The lagoon appears with its rich flora and fauna and with  plenty of 

small islands: a unique place! While slowly sailing towards Aquileia, we can see  

to our right and to our left channels with the  ά.ǊƛŎƻƭŜέΣ wooden pillars used to 

show the direction to the boats and the άŎŀǎƻƴƛέΣ tipical houses with a straw 

roof, where once the fishermen used to live. After a while, we are in the  lagoon 

of Grado, on an island we will see the historical town that gave the name to this area and that looks like a small Venice. Sailing along 

a channel we will end up  in Aquileia, the ancient Roman Aquilis, with the huge bell tower and the amazing basilica that with its 

mosaic floor really deserves a visit!  

Ch¢hΥ aƻƭŦŜǘǘŀ ό.!ύΣ ¢ƻǊǊƛƻƴŜ tŀǎǎŀǊƛ 

Ch¢hΥ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǎƛƭƛŎŀ  



Issue n. 4  

April 2014 

!ŘǊƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎ 
bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ 

  

4 

/ƛǘǘŁ Murate  

Land of history, art and culture, Veneto Region is a place 
that guards landscapes and natural sceneries unspoiled, 
which have water as their common element. Waterways 
offer an unique perspective to explore an extremely 
fascinating cultural heritage that include natural caves, 
salt-pans, islands and  rivieras, villas and castles. 

Among the various walled cities of Veneto, tourists can 
not miss a visit to the beautiful city of Portogruaro. 
Founded in 1140 and home of the Bishops of Concordia, 
the city has always been defined ά the small ±ŜƴƛŎŜέΦ 
Treasure to be discovered, the beauty of Portogruaro is, 
in fact, still determined by the combination between land 
and water, that make it so similar to the nearby Venice, 
designed as it is around the course of the river Lemene. 

The most striking part and the productive heart of the town are the water mills of St. Andrew. Dated back to XII Century and built by 
the will of the Bishops of Concordia, the water mills consist in two buildings with an almost symmetrical structure with walls of bricks, 
roof tiles and perimeter foundation of stone and transformed in a true work of art through an intensive restoration work. 

Here tourists can sit in one of the marble benches placed along the shore and enjoy the feeling of peace and tranquillity, which this 

amazing foreshortening is able to give. 

 

Veneto  

Water characterizes the landscape of Veneto Region and is the better way to know it: cruising along the Adriatic lagoons, horseback 

riding or cycling between land and water, enjoying colors and the rich flora and fauna. LǘΩǎ possible to embark in Padua, cruising 

slowly Brenta river, towards Venice, as in the past, surrounded by charming Venetian Villas, built along the banks from Ψрлл to ΨтллΣ 

where genius such as Palladio and Tiepolo worked. To trace the origins of Venice you can also cruise along Sile river, the longest karst 

spring river in Europe.  

From the Roman Altinum (today Quarto d' Altino), after a visit to the archaeological area, you can embark towards Torcello, first 

settlement of Venice, characterized by Romanesque bridges and churches, 

decorated with mosaics of the 13 century. Hemingway stopped on the island 

back from hunting in the lagoon, a gorgeous atmosphere that we will find in 

"Across the River and Into the TreŜǎέΦ Not far away, the colorful houses of 

Burano, famous for lace-making. Over the lagoons stands Concordia 

Sagittaria, Iulia Concordia in the Roman time. For bike lovers, the Islands of 

Venice cycle path starts from Chioggia passing through Pellestrina, arriving 

at the Lido of Venice, catching also the ferry boat. Discover by bike the 

Donzella Ring, which skirts the  Po' river, in the Park of the Delta, watching 

flamingos between salt marshes, accompanied by seagulls and cane thickets, 

then stop in Hatria (Adria), who gave his name to the Adriatic! The Euganean 

Spas, near Padua and Venice are then the best place to restore your body 

and spirit, salus per aquam!  

 

 

Ch¢hΥ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ƴƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ tƻǊǘƻƎǊǳŀǊƻ 

Ch¢hΥ /ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜƴǘŀ ǊƛǾŜǊ 


